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S I R I S H  C H A N D R A N

WELCOME
F I HAD TO VOTE FOR THE SHOWSTOPPER 
on the first media day of the 2020 SIAM Auto 
Expo, it would have to be the Tata Sierra. A 

legend of the Indian automotive firmament but 
reimagined for the future, the Sierra concept is a full 
electric based on Tata Motors’ new platform and looks 
absolutely stunning. I particularly like the glass house in 
profile that harks back to the original, as does the SUV 
DNA that oozes out of its butch muscular flanks. Design 
head Pratap Bose put it aptly when he said, “It is 
inspired by the past but is not a slave to it.” And that 
wasn’t it because next to the Sierra is the HBX concept 
that is very near to production, a compact SUV that will 
slot in below the Nexon and will hit the roads very soon. 

Electrics were the theme of the Expo and things 
kicked off with Maruti Suzuki Futuro-e concept that 
headlines India’s largest automotive manufacturers 
Green Million program to promote clean, green 
vehicles manufactured sustainably. Mahindra & 
Mahindra had the eKUV that will go on sale in a few 
months along with the Atom last-mile connectivity 
vehicle. MG is also bullish on electrics and showed the 
cute e200 electric concept. And Mercedes announced 
that the EQC will go on sale by April 2020.  
The big brand launch was from Great Wall Motors who 
made their formal entry into India showcasing their 
Haval SUV lineup and the Vision 2025 concept and the 
Concept H. They plan to invest a massive 1 billion US 
dollars into setting up a manufacturing, research and 
export base in India in addition to a second brand, the 
electric-only GWM EV brand. 

These are just some of the very exciting cars and 
Day 2 will have plenty more launches including the 
new Vitara Brezza and Hyundai Creta.

@SirishChandran     sirish@gtopublishing.com
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G R E AT  WA L L  M O T O R S 04

BREAKING  
THE WALL

Great Wall Motors unveils the Haval 
Concept H and Vision 2025, along with its 

proposed EV lineup for India

HALL 
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REAT WALL MOTORS (GWM), 
made their foray into India 
Concept H plug-in hybrid electric 
SUV and the Vision 2025 electric 
SUV concept. Founded in 1984, 

GWM is the largest SUV maker in China, and owns 
the Haval, Great Wall EV and Great Wall Pickup 
sub-brands. 

For its India operations, GWM acquired General 
Motor India’s Talegaon factory. The deal was signed 
on January 17, 2020, and the acquisition will be 
complete by end-2020. GWM plans to invest an 
estimated total of `7000 crore into India, covering 
manufacturing, vehicle research and development. 

On display is the Haval Concept H, one of 
GWM’s global concept models, designed to appeal 
to younger consumers. Its host of connectivity 
features, the brand claims, will go a long way in 
making the vehicle a part of the consumers’ 
lifestyle. The other notable display at the GWM 
area was the Concept Vision 2025 Electric SUV, 
which the brand calls its Next Generation Vehicle 
or NGV. The Concept Vision boasts features like 
face recognition and a 5G-compatible in-car 
infotainment system, along with Automated 
Parking and Advanced Autonomous Driving modes 
to assist the driver and minimise traffic incidents.

Also on display at the GWM stand were the 
Haval F7 SUV and its coupé SUV iteration, the F7x, 
both of which are positioned as Artificial Intelligent 
SUVs. In its native market of China, the Haval F7 is 
popular among younger consumers, having sold 
140,770 units within a year of its launch. 

Next was the Haval F5, the brand’s trendy 
intelligent connected SUV, specially designed to 
appeal to younger users with its stylish design.  
Rounding off the Haval lineup was the H9 full-size 

luxury SUV that is equipped with three differential 
locks (front/middle/rear) and cruise control 
off-road, imparting complete off-road superiority to 
its occupants, while cosseting them in its soft 
Nappa Dermis leather interiors.

Lastly, the GWM R1 and iQ EVs showed off the 
brand’s electric wizardry. While the R1’s 
lightweight design imparts a commendable 351km 
range,the iQ Fastback sedan’s ternary lithium-ion 
power battery and permanent magnet 
synchronous motor, gives it 401km per charge!

G VISION 2025

CONCEPT H
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NEW TUCSON 
BREAKS COVER

YUNDAI KICKED OFF ITS  
Auto Expo 2020 innings by 
unveiling the all-new 2020 

Tucson. Hyundai has updated the new 
premium SUV with new interiors as well as 
exteriors. The engines, a 2-litre petrol and 
2-litre diesel have been updated to comply 
with BS6 norms.

Externally, the new Tucson gets a 
refined front end with new LED headlights 
and a redesigned grille. The sporty theme 
continues along the sides, with flared 
wheelarches and panoramic sunroof, and 
on to the rear, with the redesigned LED 
taillights and twin-tip exhausts adding a 
dash of sportiness.

On the inside, the Tucson now boasts of 
many segment-first features, like the new 
tyre pressure monitoring system, 
eight-way electronically adjustable 
passenger seat, Hyundai Blue Link tech 
(allowing navigation coupled with alerts 
and location based services, as well as 
real-time vehicle status and vehicle service 
reminders) and wireless charging. It also 
gets a larger 8-inch touchscreen with 
Apple CarPlay, Android Auto, Hyundai Blue 
Link and voice recognition. Lastly, the 

H

Besides the new BS6-compliant Tucson, 
Hyundai also showcased the i30 N Fastback 
and a host of future concepts 

HALL 
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HYUNDAI HAD 
MORE THAN 

JUST SUVS ON 
ITS MIND AT 
THE EXPO

mobility concepts at its Future Concepts 
Island. First up was Le Fil Rouge or HDC-1 
concept, a reimagining of the brand’s 
sporty design language first seen in the 
1974 Hyundai Coupe concept, 
exemplifying the brand’s motto of 
‘sensuous sportiness.’ 

Then came the Hyundai Kite ‘dual 
mobility solution’, a doorless, roofless, 
windowless concept consisting of a 
monocoque chassis equipped with four 
wheel-mounted brushless motors for 
travelling on land, and a water turbine jet 
for travelling on water (hence the dual 
mobility tag).

Lastly, the Hyundai Elevate Walking Car 
concept, an Ultimate Mobility Vehicle,  
which blends the technology found in both 
cars and robots, allowing it to traverse 
terrain beyond the reach of even the most 
capable off-road vehicle, courtesy a 
combination of a robotic leg architecture 
with wheel-hub propulsion motors 
allowing it to both scale obstacles (a 
five-foot wall, as the brand has claimed), or 
extend its ‘gait’ (over a five-foot gap, as 
claimed).

It is unlikely the Kite or the Elevate will 
make it to production, however they do 
give us a fresh new perspective on what 
the future of mobility (or in this case 
extreme off-roading) has in store for us!

inclusion of the Infinity sound system 
ensures an audio experience a class above 
the predecessor’s Arkamys unit.

Hyundai has not revealed details about 
the prices or launch dates for the 2020 
Tucson, though we assume it will be on 
sale by mid-2020. However, the Korean 
major had more than just SUVs on its mind 
at the expo, showing off the i30 N 
Fastback, the brand’s third high-

performance N vehicle and first five-door 
C-segment coupe. Next was the Project 
RM19 (Racing Midship 19) touring 
car-focused racing concept, an evolution of 
the brand’s RM series (RM14, RM15 and 
RM16) that uses a 2-litre direct-injection 
turbocharged engine making a claimed 
385bhp, imparting an impressive 
four-second 0-100kmph time.

Hyundai also gave a glimpse of its future 

NEW TUCSON

LE FIL ROUGE CONCEPT

KITE CONCEPT

 www.evoindia.com/autoexpo
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Kia also launched the Carnival with prices starting at `24.95 lakh

ONTINUING ITS MODEL 
onslaught, Kia motors has 
taken the wraps off its Sonet 

concept. Codenamed QYi, the sub 
four-metre compact SUV is close to 
production and is expected to launch in 
this calendar year itself.  

The Sonet borrows its platform and 
most of its underpinnings from the 
Hyundai Venue. However, Kia’s design 
embellishments make it stand out. The 
tiger nose grille in the Sonet gets a fresh 
design, looks sharper and gets a unique 
‘stepwell’ pattern. Below it is the central 
air dam that is flanked by silver fog lamp 
inserts and air vents. Sleek headlights with 
integrated LEDs merge with the grille 
seamlessly and together with the high 
bonnet and muscular creases make it look 
very different from the Venue. The 
wheelarches are neatly filled up by the 
large alloy wheels and in combination with 
the window line that rises up sharply at 
the C-pillar, make for an arresting side 
profile. Concept car elements like the 

C
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one seen on the Seltos. Also available will 
be front ventilated seats and Kia’s 
connected car tech. 

Engine and transmission are expected 
to be the same as on the Venue. Expected 
are a 1.2-litre petrol, a 1.0-litre turbo-
petrol, and a 1.5-litre diesel engine paired 
with manual and automatic transmission 
options. Kia motors also announced an iMT 
(Intelligent manual transmission) that will 
be available with the Sonet – what that 
entails is unclear at this moment. 

After the success of the Seltos and 
positive signs for the Carnival, Kia’s Sonet 
will target large volumes when it launches. 

Kia motors also launched the Carnival at 
the Auto Expo 2020 at an aggressive 
`24.95 lakh for the base variant. The range 
starts with the 7-seater Premium variant 
followed by the 8-seater Premium variant 
that is priced at `25.15 lakh. The Prestige 
line sits above the Premium line and starts 
at `28.95 lakh for the 7 seater variant. You 
can also have a 9-seater variant in the 
Prestige trim for `29.95 lakh. The range 
topping Limousine variant is only available 
in a seven-seat configuration and will retail 
for `33.95 lakh. All prices are ex-
showroom, India.

THE KIA SONET 
BORROWS ITS 

PLATFORM 
FROM THE 
HYUNDAI 
VENUE

SONET CONCEPT

CARNIVAL

KIA MOTORS’ 
COMPACT SUV PLAY

barely-there wing mirrors, flush door 
handles and even the large section tyres 
will understandably not make it to the 
production version. 

From the rear, the Kia Sonet grabs 
attention with elements like a sloping 
C-pillar and a sharply raked rear 
windshield with blacked out textured 

inserts. The sweptback taillamps are 
connected with a horizontal LED bar with 
the Kia logo in the centre. The Sonet also 
gets black plastic cladding on all sides. 

Although, interior images haven’t been 
revealed yet, Kia has announced that the 
Sonet will get a 10.25-inch infotainment 
display and a Bose sound system, like the 
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Mahindra launches the most 
affordable electric car, the eKUV100; 
deliveries to begin later this year

LECTRIC MOBILITY HAS BEEN 
the theme of  the Auto Expo 
2020. Mahindra showcased 

four new electric vehicles – eKUV100, 
eXUV300, Atom and the Funster concept. 
The brand also showcased its new 
BS6-compliant turbo-petrol mStallion 
engine in three capacities.

The highlight was the launch of the 
electric iteration of KUV100, dubbed as the 
eKUV100. Launched at `8.25 lakh 
(ex-showroom, Delhi, including FAME II 
scheme benefits), making it the most 
affordable electric car in the country on 
sale currently. The eKUV gets a 40kW 
electric motor delivering power to the 
front wheels. This motor is capable of 
delivering 120Nm of peak twist. To tackle 
the hot climatic conditions of the country, 
the battery pack gets liquid-cooling to aid 
performance. The eKUV also gets a 
provision for fast charging which, the 
company claims will take 55 minutes to 
charge up to 80 per cent. The car can go 
up to 150km on a single charge. 

There are subtle changes differentiating 
the car from the ICE KUV100. It features a 
closed front grille and while the fuel-
sipping KUV100 has the fuel port on the 
rear fender, the eKUV features a charging 
port on the front fender.

E

Apart from eKUV100, Mahindra also 
pulled the wraps off the eXUV300, which is 
slated for a late 2021 launch. The electric 
iteration of the XUV300 is built on the new 
Mahindra Electric Scalable and Modular 
Architecture (MESMA), which will also be 
the platform for future electric vehicles 
from Mahindra. 

The MESMA platform has received a 
5-star GNCAP rating. The brand hasn’t yet 
revealed the specifications of the 
eXUV300. Aesthetically, the closed grille 
and blue accents differentiate it from its 
ICE counterpart. Though the headlight and 
wheels are different too, these are likely to 
be toned down in production form.

A radical concept from Mahindra was 
the Funster. The hardtop convertible 
features a dual electric motor delivering 
power to all wheels. The claimed power 
output on the Funster is rated at 230kW 
with a top speed of 200kmph. A 
0-100kmph sprint is expected to take no 
more than 5 seconds. If that hasn’t floored 
you, the car’s 520km range with the 
59.1kWh battery pack will. 

Mahindra also showcased Atom, the 
brand’s electric quadricycle in production 
avatar. Though technical specifications will 
be revealed later this year, likely at the 
launch, Mahindra revealed that the Atom 
will have a monocoque chassis, air-
conditioning and 4G connectivity, complete 
with provision for in-car entertainment.

Apart from all the electric cars, 
Mahindra also launched the new mStallion 
turbo petrol engine, developed with 40 
partners and will be available in 1.2-litre, 
1.5-litre and 2.0-litre variants. These 
engines will also be used by Ford and 
SsangYong for the future models.

THE 
MAHINDRA 
eXUV300 IS 
BASED ON 
THE ALL-

NEW MESMA 
ELECTRIC 
PLATFORM

SILENT 
REVOLUTION

HALL 
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eKUV100

eXUV300

FUNSTER CONCEPT
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MARUTI SUZUKI’S COUPE 
SUV CONCEPT SHOWCASED
A design study, the concept points in the direction that future 
Maruti Suzuki cars could take

ICKING THINGS OFF, MARUTI 
Suzuki premiered its much 
talked about Concept Futuro-e 

at the Auto Expo 2020. An imagination of 
future green mobility, the Concept 
Futuro-e is a design study. A stylish coupe 
SUV, the Concept Futuro-e has tons of 
concept flourishes when it comes to the 
design. The most striking of them is the 
lighting element that runs horizontally 
across the front of the car with the Suzuki 
logo at the centre. The Concept Futuro-e 
gets angular bodywork where the grille 
would be in a traditional ICE. It gets a high 
shoulder line like most coupe-SUVs do and 
it neatly merges with the strong muscular 

K

THE FUTURO-E 
SIGNIFIES 
MARUTI 
SUZUKI’S 
SURGE 

TOWARDS 
A GREENER 

FUTURE

CONCEPT FUTURO-E

“THIS IS 
MARUTI 
SUZUKI’S 
MISSION 
MILLION 
GREEN”

“Futuro-e is a design concept and 
design intervention which our 
in-house team has conceptualised 
and Is for the future progressive and 
aspirational Indian as well as for a 
young customer. We want to 
transform the design language to 
change direction.”

“There are various projections 
made on the market of electric 
vehicles and we cannot really 
comment on the actual demand. 
First constraint is the cost of the 
vehicles itself. The battery costs 
40-45 per cent of the vehicle cost, so 
unless we have a breakthrough in 
the battery, this is unlikely to change. 
The other is infrastructure for 
charging, which in India, is not 
convenient. Third is the range anxiety 
which can only be solved if we have 
the proper infrastructure.”

“We have to be customer centric. 
We have to consider the affordability 
and infrastructure. Second is mass 
adoption. It has to be the 
responsibility of all manufacturers 
that there has to be a vehicle that is 
fuel efficient, that is cleaner when it 
comes to emission. This is important 
and we feel  it can be achieved with 
various technologies. We clearly spelt 
four different technologies - CNG, 
smart-hybrid, strong hybrid and 
electric.”

S H A S H A N K  S R I VA S TAVA , 
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R , 
M A R U T I  S U Z U K I  A N D  C  V 
R A M A N , S E N I O R  E X E C U T I V E 
D I R E C T O R  ( E N G G ) , 
M A R U T I  S U Z U K I   O N  T H E I R 
U P C O M I N G  E L E C T R I C  C A R S

HALL 
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rear haunches. The shoulder lines continue 
to meet the taillamps which run across the 
back horizontally. Interestingly the Concept 
Futuro-e doesn’t seem to feature a rear 
windscreen. The coupe shape drops 
sharply below the taillights and rear end is 
a mostly vertical surface with a kink that 
also holds the Suzuki logo. The large tyres 
fill up the wheel wells nicely and the alloys 
do look striking. 

The Concept Futuro-e signifies Maruti 
Suzuki’s surge towards a greener future 
with Mission Green Million under which 
Maruti Suzuki plans to bring one million 
green vehicles on the road. 

One of the highlights of the Concept 
Futuro-e is the futuristic interiors which 
transform according to the driving 
environment. Concept Futuro-e features 

flexible swivelling travel seats and console 
to give occupants added freedom of 
movement. In addition there is the partly 
translucent upper instrument console that 
adds to the techno futuristic quotient of 
the car. The Concept Futuro-e is a concept 
that is not likely to see production but 
several of its design touches could make 
their way into future Maruti Suzuki SUVs. 

Also showcased was Suzuki’s Strong 
Hybrid technology that is seen on the Swift 
sold in Japan. The system adopts Suzuki’s 
unique parallel hybrid system that uses 
idle stop/start, regenerative braking and 
torque assist to achieve higher fuel 
efficiency. Maruti Suzuki intends to 
introduce vehicles with technology 
developed along similar lines to the Indian 
market soon.
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Mercedes-Benz has showcased a whole host of products at 
the Auto expo 2020. The lineup included production cars, 
electric cars and concept cars

ERCEDES-BENZ KICKED OFF 
proceedings at the Auto Expo 
2020 with the all-new GLA, 

Mercedes’ new entry-level SUV for India, 
set to debut later this year. The all-new 
GLA is larger than its predecessor, and 
comes with a revised interior that includes 
new styling and follows the new design 
language that Mercedes-Benz has been 
using for its SUVs.

The brand showed off the new AMG A 
35 Limousine, which expands the AMG 
portfolio as an entry-level model. A 
speciality of the AMG A 35 Limousine is 
the AMG Performance 4MATIC standard 
all-wheel drive. And, speaking of AMGs, the 
mighty AMG G 63 and AMG C 43 Coupe 
were also on display, with the show 
stopper in the form of AMG GT 63 S 4-Door 

M

THE AMG 
GT 4-DOOR 

SHARES ITS 
LINES WITH 
THE AMG GT 

COUPE

GERMAN DELIGHTS

coupe. While the C 43 4MATIC Coupe is a 
sporty, suave and unique offering from the 
AMG line of the C-Class range that 
promises an adrenaline rush every time 
one gets behind the wheel, the G 63 is the 
original among the performance off-
roaders, and is the yardstick for all 
competitors. What’s more, it can be yours 
for a hefty `2.42 crore (ex-showroom, 
India) price tag.

Moving to the belle of the Ball, the GT 63 
S 4-Door Coupe, Mercedes-Benz has boldly 
claimed it to the fastest production 
four-seater at the expo, powered by a 
4-litre twin-turbocharged V8 engine 
producing 635bhp, getting you from 
0-100kmph in 3.2 seconds and on to a top 
speed of 315kmph. The AMG GT 4-Door 
shares its lines with the AMG GT Coupe 
with the long hood giving it a sporty grand 
tourer look.

Lastly, the brand had the EQC 400 
4MATIC Edition 1886 on display, which had 
carefully coordinated elements on the 
exterior and interior, the contrast between 
the metallic high-tech silver body and 

AMG GT 4-DOOR

A-CLASS LIMOUSINE

HALL 
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black panel radiator grille with louvres and 
edging in high-gloss black giving it a 
particularly exclusive character.  

Along with its road-going offerings, the 
brand also displayed the Volocopter flying 
car concept, a first for Mercedes-Benz at 
the Auto Expo. Showcasing its digital 
innovations, Mercedes wants to 

emphasise that it intends to be future 
ready with its product lineup in India. 
Lastly, the brand also declared that for 
every booking and for every month of wait 
for the A-Class Limousine and new GLA, 
Mercedes-Benz, in collaboration with 
Laureus Sports for Good Foundation will 
fund education of underprivileged children.
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MG Motor showcased the Marvel X electric car with a 52.5kWh 
battery and an NEDC-tested range of 403km 

G MOTOR INDIA DISPLAYED 
a huge line-up of products led 
by the Marvel X, the world’s 

first mass-produced level three 
autonomous electric vehicle. It comes 
equipped with a 52.5kWh battery and 
boasts of a 403km NEDC-tested range. The 
Marvel X has novel features that integrate 
its internet, electric and autonomous 
capabilities, an example of which is its use 
of augmented reality for navigation, which 
the brand says leads to zeroing in on 
locations with high precision, and 
autonomous parking, where the vehicle 
can scan its surroundings in real time, 
allowing it to park itself safely even in 
irregular parking spots. Other driver 
assistance features include adaptive cruise 
control, lane-keeping assist, and 
emergency braking assist.

With a DC fast charger, the Marvel X can 
charge from 0 per cent to 80 per cent in 
just 40 minutes. A standard AC charger will 
take 8.5 hours to fully charge the Marvel X 
though. Much like the MG ZS EV, the 
Marvel X also gets a Kinetic Energy 
Recovery System (KERS). 

The Marvel X gets adaptive cruise 
control, a 12-inch instrument console and, 

M

A STANDARD 
AC CHARGER 

TAKES 8.5 
HRS TO FULLY 
CHARGE THE 
MARVEL X

MG’S MARVEL 
MARVEL X

EMG6

a massive 19.4-inch touchscreen 
infotainment system. It also gets ambient 
lighting, leather seats and wireless 
charging. If it does go on sale in India, the 
Marvel X will be positioned above the MG 
ZS EV.

Next, the brand showcased the Vision i 
concept, which boasts of what the 
company calls ‘the world’s first 5G zero 

screen smart cockpit’. Featuring multiple 
hands-free driving modes – Education, 
Leisure, Driving, Sleeping or Meeting – the 
brand emphasises that the Vision is built to 
run on future 5G-ready networks, for a 
variety of traffic and user-input scenarios. 

MG Motor also displayed the RC 6 sedan 
at the Auto Expo 2020. The RC 6 is sister 
brand Baojun’s product and has been 

rebadged an MG. Curiously, it is an unusual 
crossover between a coupe and a sedan.  

When looked at from the side, the RC 6 
does appear like a conventional four door 
coupe but its sedan like dimensions and 
an SUV-ish ground clearance (198mm) 
differentiate it from other coupe-sedans. 
With a total length of 4925mm, the RC 6 is 
sizeable and as large as an executive 

HALL 
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sedan. A dual-screen layout makes its way 
to the interior and the RC 6 is expected to 
have MG’s suite of connected car tech. 
That aside, the interiors are fairly 
conventional. 

Powering the RC 6 sedan will be a 
1.5-litre turbo-petrol engine like the one 
seen on the Hector. The new RC 6 is 
expected to hit MG India showrooms early 
next year and going by MG’s recent track 
record, it is bound to be priced 
aggressively. 

Also displayed was the eMG6 plug-in 
hybrid, the C-200 3-door car and the MG 
ZS compact SUV. 
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RENAULT TO LAUNCH TRIBER 
AMT LATER THIS YEAR

ENAULT INDIA HAS 
showcased the Triber AMT at 
the Auto Expo 2020. The Triber 

has been a game-changer for Renault, 
making it one of the very brands to have 
sustained growth in FY2019-2020. Renault 
India has also been ranked third in the JD 
Power customer satisfaction survey. But 
let’s talk about the Triber AMT first.

The Triber AMT will continue to be 
offered with the same 1-litre, 3-cylinder 
petrol motor that has been doing duty 
since its launch. It makes 70bhp and 96Nm 
but we expect Renault to offer it with an 
all-new 1.3-litre, four-cylinder, turbo-petrol, 
BS6-compliant motor which was also on 
display at the Renault pavilion. The details 
aren’t out yet but we expect Renault to 
plonk it under the hood of its upcoming 
Kwid-based compact SUV. In terms of 
cosmetics, the only distinguishing feature 

on the Triber AMT is the contrasting roof, 
like we’ve seen on the Captur. Other than 
that, the Triber AMT gets colour inserts on 
both the bumpers.

28,000 Tribers have already been sold in 
the country and Renault is betting big on 
its budget 7-seater by launching it in South 
Africa soon. Renault is also aiming to 
localise all its products upto 80-90 per 
cent to bring the costs further down.

If you are at the Auto Expo, you can also 
check out the K-Ze, Zoe, and Twizy electric 
cars at the Renault pavilion, along with the 
futuristic R.S. 2027 Vision concept. The 
K-Ze is the electric version of Kwid which 
we expect to go on sale by 2022. The Zoe 
is one of the most popular electric cars in 
Europe and Renault had also showcased it 
the Auto Expo 2018. The R.S. 2027 on the 
other hand is Renault’s imagination of a 
futuristic Formula 1 car. 

R

Renault showcases its Formula1 concept, Zoe, K-Ze and Twizy 
electric cars and a brand-new turbo-petrol engine 

HALL 
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R.S. 2027 VISION

TRIBER AMT
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TATA’S MICRO-SUV  
Also unveiled was the 90s cult icon, the Sierra, 
reborn as the Sierra EV concept

HE MICRO-SUV SEGMENT 
has caught the fancy of 
carmakers and Tata has 

jumped on to the bandwagon with the 
HBX concept. The HBX is close to 
production, but hasn’t deviated from much 
from the design of the H2X concept 
displayed earlier. It continues to get the 
new-gen Tata family grille, sleek 
headlamps, plastic cladding, large skid 
plates and a strong shoulder line. The 
Nexon-like coupe profile at the rear is also 
retained. At the rear the striking, angular 
taillamps stand out. Knobby tyres on the 
concept though aren’t expected to make 
their way to the production version. 

The HBX is a micro SUV that shares its 
platform with the Altroz’s ALFA Arc 
platform. It will most likely be powered by 
a BS6 compliant 1.2-litre petrol engine that 
also powers the Tiago hatchback. Tata has 
focussed on offering maximum interior 
space while keeping the dimensions inside 
the sub-4m footprint.

Tata Motors also showcased the 
much-awaited Gravitas along with an 
automatic variant of the Harrier. The design 

T

and styling of the Gravitas is quite similar 
to its sibling, the Harrier. The stand out 
elements for the 7-seater are split LED 
taillamps and a raised roof at the back to 
add more headroom for an extra row of 
seats. The tailgate has also been re-
designed for a chunkier look at the rear.

The showstopper at the Tata motors 
pavilion was the Sierra EV concept. Tata, it 
seems, is attempting to revive the iconic 
Sierra brand name. Tata has tried hard to 
maintain the character of the design of the 
90s cult classic while keeping the design 
modern. The concept features the iconic 
curved rear windows that wrap around all 
the way up to the roof to create a glass 
house just like the old Sierra. A quirky 
addition is the three-door layout (like on 
the original Sierra) - two on the passenger 
side and one on the driver side. The Sierra 
logo is embossed on the rear tailgate 
which also borrows design inspiration 
from the older version. The new Sierra EV 
and the HBX showcar which is based on 
the H2X concept have been created under 
Tata’s ‘New Forever’ brand philosophy. 

The Harrier also got an update for 2020. 
The SUV based on the Land Rover D8 
platform called Omega Arc now gets a 
6-speed automatic transmission option 
along with a new-generation 2.0-litre 
Kryotec diesel engine that makes 170bhp. 
An added feature is the panoramic 
sunroof. The 2020 iteration has been 
launched at an introductory price of `13.69 

lakh for the manual and `16.25 lakh for the 
6-speed automatic variant. 

Tata motors also showcased a Hexa 
Safari addition that gets some new trims 
and features. The seven-seater SUV, which 
will be replaced by the all-new Gravitas, 
now gets a BS6-compliant version of the 
existing 2.2-litre, four-cylinder ‘Varicor’ 
turbo-diesel engine and 4x4. Cosmetic 
additions are limited to new badges on the 
outside and a beige-and-black dual-tone 
theme on the inside.

TATA MOTORS 
HAS JUMPED 
ON TO THE 
MICRO SUV 

BANDWAGON 
WITH THE 

HBX CONCEPT 
AT THE AUTO 

EXPO

HBX CONCEPT

SIERRA EV CONCEPT

GRAVITAS

HARRIER

HALL 
14

SD_DAY 2_FEB 6_PG 12-13.indd   2 2/5/2020   10:24:04 PM



V O L K S WA G E N13

 www.evoindia.com/autoexpo

T-ROC ROLLS IN

FTER THE GLOBAL UNVEIL 
of the Taigun, Volkswagen took 
the wraps off the T-Roc that 

will form a part of its SUV offensive that 
includes four new launches in the next 
two years. The T-Roc is expected to be 
brought in as an import and could be 
launched soon. 

Underpinned by the group’s MQB 
platform, the T-Roc sits below the Tiguan in 
VW’s line-up. It is marketed internationally 
as a stylish SUV and is decidedly high on 
the style quotient with a coupe-like form, 
large wheelarches, high bonnet, a 
contrasting roof and a wide stance. The 
LED headlamps integrated with the grille 
along with the DRLs positioned lower 
down add to the appeal as well.

About as large as a mid-size SUV, the 
T-Roc gets bright colours on the inside with 
fairly conventional interiors. Features on 
the inside include an 8.0-inch touchscreen 
infotainment system, wireless charging, 
panoramic sunroof and VW’s connectivity 
suite. It will also get safety features 
including six airbags, ABS and ESC. The 
T-Roc is expected to be available with the 
solitary engine option of a 1.5-litre, 
four-cylinder, turbo-petrol engine mated to 
a 7-speed, dual-clutch automatic 
transmission producing 148bhp and 
340Nm of torque.

A

The seven-seater Tiguan AllSpace was also 
unveiled alongside the T-Roc

T-ROC

THE T-ROC IS EXPECTED TO BE  
BROUGHT IN AS AN CBU AND COULD BE 
LAUNCHED SOON

Volkswagen also unveiled the Tiguan 
AllSpace, the extended wheelbase variant 
of the Tiguan at the Auto Expo. The 
AllSpace is slated to launch soon and is 
expected to hit showrooms soon with 
bookings already open.

215mm longer than the Tiguan, the 
Tiguan AllSpace can accommodate a third 
row of seats – a feature that is hugely 
appreciated in India’s SUV market. Under 
the hood, the Tiguan AllSpace gets a 
2.0-litre TSI petrol engine that is mated to 
a seven-speed DSG transmission. The SUV 
could also get Volkswagen’s all-wheel 
drive system. Revisions over the Tiguan 
include a new grille, revised LED 
headlamps and a redesigned front bumper.

The Tiguan AllSpace comes equipped 
with features like touchscreen 
infotainment, leather seat upholstery, 
three-zone climate control, and a 
panoramic sunroof. Safety features include 
seven airbags, ESP, ABS with EBD and a 
tyre pressure monitoring system.

With the Tiguan AllSpace, Volkswagen 
plans to take on full-sized SUVs like the 
Toyota Fortuner, Ford Endeavour and the 
Skoda Kodiaq. The Tiguan AllSpace is a part 
of Volkswagen’s SUV offensive under the 
group’s ‘India 2.0’ project. 

TIGUAN ALLSPACE

HALL 
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with Sahara Evols and it gets a top speed 
of 45kmph and a range of 80km. Hero 
Electric is betting big on scooters and is 
aiming to ramp up its production facilities 
and bring the capacity to 5 lakh/annum.

HERO AE-3 IS A TRIKE!
India’s largest EV-maker enters the motorcycle market and 
brings in three new scooters as well

HE BIGGEST ELECTRIC  
vehicle brand in the country 
– Hero Electric, showcased its 

new range at the Auto Expo including a 
motorcycle and a trike. They also unveiled 
an all-new scooter called the AE-29.  
    Let’s begin with the motorcycle – the 
AE-47. It is powered by a 3.5kWh battery 
mated to a 4kW motor. It has an 
impressive rage of 160km in Eco mode 
and 85km in Power mode. Full charge 
takes four hours and top speed is a 
respectable 85kmph. Interestingly, it also 
gets cruise control along with keyless fob 
and reverse mode, geo-fencing and 
real-time tracking.

The trike is christened as AE-3 and it 
gets a gyroscope-based stability feature 
along with an auto-balance park switch. 
The AE-3 is powered by a 3kWh lithium-ion 
battery with a range of 100km while the 
top speed is 80kmph. Full charge takes 
five hours on a regular power 5A power 
socket. In terms of features, it gets a USB 
charging socket, crawl and reverse assist, 
mobile connectivity and geofencing.

The scooter range includes AE-8, AE-75 
and AE-29. The AE-29 comes with a range 
of 80km and a top speed of 55kmph. 
Features include Bluetooth connectivity, 
anti-theft lock, walk and reverse assist. The 
AE-75 has been developed in partnership 

SUZUKI’S 
BS6 CHARGE

UZUKI HAS LAUNCHED 
its BS6-compliant lineup 
at the ‘Expo which 

includes Access 125, Burgman 
Street 125,  the entire Gixxer range, 
Intruder 155 and the V-Strom 650 XT. 
The Hayabusa is on display too in 
BS4 iteration.
None of the BS6 models flaunt any 
major updates, but, the Gixxer 250 
and Burgman Street 125 were also 
displayed in the MotoGP livery seen 
on the Gixxer SF models. Suzuki will 
be evaluating the audience response 
at the Expo and based on customer 
feedback, they might launch it later 
this year. 

Suzuki’s MotoGP machine, the 
GSX-RR too is on display at the 
Suzuki stall along with Katana – the 
retro racer, for the first time ever. 

THE AE-3 GETS 
A GYROSCOPE-

BASED 
STABILITY 

FEATURE AS 
STANDARD

AE-3

AE-47
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KODA AUTO INDIA PLAYED 
host to the world premiere of 
the Vision IN concept, which is 

based on an India-specific MQB A0 IN 
platform. Continuing on strengthening its 
position in India with the India 2.0 project, 
Škoda also showcased the Karoq SUV and 
BS6-compliant Superb Sportline, Kodiaq 
TSI, Rapid 1.0 TSI and the eagerly awaited 
performance saloon – the Octavia RS 245.

The Vision IN is the star of Auto Expo 
2020. The concept blurs the line between 
beauty and functionality. It is a vehicle 
tailored to meet the aspirations of the 
subcontinent and testifies an interplay of 
the Czech Bohemian glass work as well as 
the traditional Kalamkari art.

If you are at the Auto Expo, make sure 
you visit the Škoda Auto pavilion in Hall 15. 
The Czech carmaker is not only 
showcasing its entire range but also the 
luxurious 1948 Škoda Superb OHV which 
commemorates the iconic carmaker’s 125 
year anniversary.

Š

“India is one of the most exciting 
and most promising growth 
markets for Volkswagen Group. A 
year and a half ago, we set the 
course to help write this story of 
growth with our India 2.0 project. 
Together with the Volkswagen 
brand, we are seeking a combined 
market share of five per cent by 
2025, depending on market and 
segment development. For Škoda, 
India would thus become one of the 
five largest markets in the world. 
The first models being developed as 
part of the India 2.0 project are on 
the home stretch, and – by unveiling 
the Škoda Vision IN – we are giving 
a concrete preview of the first 
production car.”  

BERNHARD MAIER
CEO, ŠKODA AUTO

HALL 
15

THE SKODA 
VISION IN 

CONCEPT IS 
THE STAR OF 
AUTO EXPO 

2020

SUPERB 
ŠKODAS  
ARE COMING!
Škoda Auto India continues its onslaught of 
upcoming models; also showcases the 
entire BS6 range including all-new engines

VISION IN

Above (R to L): Gurpratap Boparai, Managing DIrector, Škoda Auto Volkswagen India Private 
Limited and Zac Hollis, Director – Sales, Service & Marketing, Škoda Auto India with the Vision IN
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ORCE MOTORS SHOWCASED 
their updated 2020 line-up of 
commercial vehicles that 

included an electric Traveller along with an 
updated BS6 compliant Gurkha. Also on 
display are newly developed engines and a 
monster Gurkha with portal axles. Major 
focus was on the newly developed T1N, 
which is an all-electric variant of the 
flagship Traveller platform. The platform 
however can be used for both all-electric 
and diesel powertrains. The first vehicle in 
the country’s large van segment offers 
safety additions with air bags for the driver 
and co-driver. Alongside the Traveller, the 

popular Trax platform also got its share of 
updates along with the Cruiser, Kargoking 
and the highly capable Gurkha. The 
platform is now modular, with multiple 
wheelbase and body configuration options. 
They also displayed the BS6 Gurkha which 
is powered by the 2.6-litre turbo-diesel 
motor along with the Traveller 
SMARTCITIBUS and a modular bus 
platform.

In addition to showcasing complete 
vehicles, Force Motors displayed the range 
of engines produced for leading OEMs like 
Mercedes-Benz, BMW and Rolls-Royce 
Power Systems. 

JBM ECO 
LIFE

SML  
ISUZU

N AN EFFORT TO KEEP 
up with the times and 
help curb emissions, JBM 

Auto Ltd has launched two electric 
buses under the ECO-LIFE brand 
name. The ECO-LIFE range of 
commercial vehicles are Zero 
Emission Vehicles (ZEV) capable of 
saving 1000 equivalent tonnes of 
carbon dioxide and 350,000 litres of 
diesel over ten years of operation. 
The e9 is 9m long and is the latest 
addition to the portfolio that 
comprises of the e12. Both the 
buses are equipped with lithium-ion 
batteries that are chargeable via a 
fast charging system.

ML ISUZU HAS UNVEILED ITS 
BS6-compliant range of 
commercial vehicles. The 

manufacturer has updated three of their 
products – The Front overhang range, the 
BH Series school bus range along with the 
Samrat and Sartaj range of trucks. The 
SLTHT6 Front overhang bus is powered by 
a BS6-compliant 3.5-litre turbo-diesel 
motor producing 113bhp and 400Nm of 
torque and now has lower NVH levels and 
is more efficient. The BH Series school bus 
is powered by a 3.5-litre motor that makes 
100bhp and 310Nm of torque, capable of 
carrying 52 school children and the driver. 
The Samrat GS series truck now has a 
higher Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW) of 
10,700kg while the Sartaj GS can carry a 
total weight of 7,490kg.

T1N ELECTRIC HIROI

FORCE MOTORS HALL 11

HALL 10

HALL 11
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