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VOLKSWAGEN TAIGUN - Pg. 5JÜRGEN STACKMANN & STEFFEN KNAPP

VW SENIOR MANAGEMENT 

 ON THE UPCOMING SUVS

“OUR SUVS ARE 
BENCHMARKED 

AGAINST THE 
CRETA”

India 2.0 begins!

KIA QYi CONCEPT
Kia’s compact-SUV to 
be unveiled along with 
the much-awaited 
Carnival’s pricing – Pg. 6

MARUTI SUZUKI FUTURO-e  TATA HORNBILL  HYUNDAI i30 N FASTBACK

 www.evoindia.com/autoexpo@evoindia/ @fastbikesindia

Skoda Vision IN breaks cover, launching in 2021!

HAVAL H6
Great Wall Motors set to 
enter India with its SUV 
brand Haval and Ora 
electric hatchback – Pg. 6
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KODA SHOWCASED ITS FIRST  
SUV based on the Volkswagen MQB 
A0-IN platform at its first group media 
night in India. Called the Vision IN 
concept, it was showcased alongside 

the Volkswagen Taigun, and will rival the likes of the 
Hyundai Creta and Kia Seltos when it is launched by 
early 2021.

Despite being in concept stage, a lot of what we see 
on the Vision IN will make it to the production-spec car. 
The design language is reminiscent of the Kodiaq, 
including the typical butterfly grille which now has 
vertical slats. Viewed externally, the grille is illuminated 
by LED elements which obviously will not make it to the 
production variant. From the side, the straight roof line 
with panoramic glass roof and buffed aluminium roof 
rails conveys a sporty appearance at first glance. The 
L-shaped LED taillights are connected by an LED light 
bar, giving off a sophisticated, yet rugged overall look.

The Vision IN, like the Volkswagen Taigun will have a 
1.5-litre TSI motor mated to a 7-speed DSG, making an 
identical 148bhp and 250Nm, giving the Vision IN a 
claimed 0-100kmph time of 8.7 seconds, and a top 
speed of 195kmph.

The Interiors of the Vision IN, melds traditional Indian 
themes with classical Czech crystal design, evident in 
the decorative trim on the dashboard, combined with 
the crystal elements and door panels, as well as the 
all-new crystal button on the dashboard, that doubles 
up as the digital assistant, the interface reflecting on 
the free-standing 12.3-inch Infotainment screen. 
Elsewhere, there is liberal use of vegan as well as 
recycled materials, like Oak leather and Rhubarb 
leather all over the cabin. The floor mats are made of 
Pinatex, a leather-like fabric made from waste 

pineapple leaves, while the roof lining is made from 
recycled plastic fibres. Though the interiors are far 
away from production, the overall architecture with the 
floating screen may remain.

Skoda has given the Vision IN a production date of 
early 2021, and the brand will also showcase the Karoq 
mid-size SUV, updated Superb saloon, the Monte Carlo 
and Matte Concept variants of the Rapid 1.0 TSI, the 
Kodiaq and the much-anticipated Octavia RS 245 
saloon at the Auto Expo 2020.
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S I R I S H  C H A N D R A N

WELCOME
UCH LIKE KIA MOTORS SEIZED THE 
opportunity afforded by the 2018 Auto Expo 
to introduce not just their brand but also the 

Seltos (as the SP2 concept) to India, so too the 2020 
edition of Asia’s largest motor show will be marked by 
the arrival of two new brands — Haval from Great Wall 
Motors and Haima from First Automobile Works – two 
of the largest manufacturers from the world’s largest 
automobile market – China. 
    The Expo will also see established brands doubling 
down on their commitment to India. Prominent among 
those will be the Volkswagen Group with the fruits of 
the recent reorganisation on display at both the Skoda 
and Volkswagen stands in the form of the Creta/Seltos-
rivalling Vision IN/Taigun, based on the India-specific 
MQB-A0-IN platform. 

Having given birth to the mid-size SUV segment, 
Hyundai will look to wrest back the initiative with the 
all-new Creta that will be shown in concept form. 
Sister brand Kia will also have a few aces up its sleeve 
including the Venue-rivalling compact SUV. 

The big theme for the Auto Expo will be electrics 
— not just concept electrics but EVs that we will be 
driving and riding very soon. The Expo will also mark 
the transition from BS-4 to BS-6 and that will mean 
most showroom floors will be completely refreshed. 
Tata Motors will lead the charge on this front marking 
their 75th birthday with four global unveils, 14 
commercial and 12 passenger vehicles on their 
massive stand. Mahindra and Mahindra’s stand will be 
similarly impossible to miss with their entire range. 
     The 2020 Auto Expo will have plenty to keep you 
engaged, engrossed and excited. See you there!

Skoda’s Vision IN 

S
@SirishChandran     sirish@gtopublishing.com

THE VISION IN WILL HAVE A  
1.5-LITRE TSI MOTOR DELIVERING 
A CLAIMED 148BHP AND 250NM

M

@evoindia/ @fastbikesindia
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VISION IN

The brand’s first SUV built on the modular MQB-A0 IN 
platform will go into production by early 2021

HALL 
15
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Volkswagen Taigun unveiled
ERALDING A NEW BEGINNING 
for the Volkswagen group in 
India, Volkswagen previewed 

the long awaited India-specific MQB-A0 IN 
platform based ‘Taigun’ concept a few 
days before the 2020 Delhi Auto Expo. The 
India specific modular platform has 
allowed Volkswagen to create a mass-
market SUV, aimed at a segment that has 
seen rapid growth in India. The mid-size 
Taigun will share a number of components 
and its underpinnings with the Vision IN 
concept that Skoda showcased at the 
event. Currently the Taigun is in concept 
form, but looks production ready and we 
expect it to come with almost all the 
elements except for smaller rims and LED 
headlights. The Vision IN will follow the 
Taigun to the Indian market in late 2021. A 
range of new cars are also expected to be 
based on the platform in the near future. 

Visually, it shares much of its design 
elements with the popular T-Cross SUV 
that’s sold internationally. The India-spec 
Taigun will be longer (wheelbase increased 
by 100mm) for added legroom and will 
boast of additional ground clearance. An 
abundance of chrome is seen, reflecting 
Indian sensibilities.  

VW is expected to bring in lavish 
creature comforts and tech on the inside 
as well. A digital instrument cluster, large 

8.0-inch touchscreen and connected tech 
are expected. The VW SUV will also come 
loaded to the gills with safety equipment. 
Also, the interiors are colourful and 
distinct; very different from regular 
Volkswagens.

The production-spec Taigun is expected 
to be powered by a 1.5-litre, four-cylinder, 
turbo-petrol engine with cylinder-
deactivation tech that promises to make it 
rather frugal. The power is expected to be 
rated at 148bhp and the torque generated 
is 250Nm. It will also be available with a 
1-litre petrol engine, which is expected to 
debut with the Polo. A DSG gearbox will be 
available as an option while no diesel 
engine option will be offered to begin with. 

The VW Group’s India 2.0 project 
promised lower costs with higher 
localisation and that is expected to reflect 
in the Taigun’s pricing. The company is 
hoping to achieve an impressive 92-95% 
localisation in the Taigun. 

We expect it to be positioned against 
the Hyundai Creta and Kia Seltos, but the 
lack of any diesel options should see it 
closer to the lower end of the Creta range 
and might even undercut it. The size of the 
Taigun puts it between the compact and 
mid-size SUV segments. 

A notchback is expected to follow in the 
footsteps of the Taigun and will be the 
second offering from VW, built on the 
MQB-A0 IN platform. 

H

“NO 
DIESELS 
FOR 
NOW 
FOR US”

“Our SUVs are slightly smaller than 
the Creta, but with the relative size, 
we can easily compete with the 
Creta. It is wider than the Creta. The 
Creta is higher, but it is narrower. I 
think the packaging of the car is 
tremendous for the compactness of 
the vehicle. The wheelbase is long so 
we are definitely hitting the Creta 
and Kia Seltos. And at the end of the 
day, you get a Volkswagen and I can 
only say 95 per cent of the 
localisation will make it more 
accessible.” 

“The SUV is going to be 
manufactured here including the 
1-litre TSI engine. We have basically 
done everything with local suppliers 
but that does not mean we are 
compromising on any quality. Also, a 
lot of the suppliers are the same as 
what we’re using around the world.”

“We are not planning diesels at 
the moment. As you know we have 
been exiting diesels on the Polo and 
the Vento as well as it is not viable.”

J Ü R G E N  S TA C K M A N N , 
B O A R D  M E M B E R ,  V W 
PA S S E N G E R  C A R S 
–  S A L E S  &  S T E F F E N 
K N A P P,  H E A D ,  V W  I N D I A 
O N  T H E  M Q B - A 0  I N

V O L K S WA G E N05

TAIGUN

India-specific mid-size SUV to take on Hyundai Creta and Kia Seltos; 
to come with a 1.5-litre turbo-petrol engine

HALL 
15
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Hyundai 

Kia Motors 

OUTH KOREAN CARMAKER 
Hyundai is all set to debut the 
next-generation Creta along 

with an updated version of the Tucson and 
the Verna at the Auto Expo 2020. Hyundai 
will also showcase its performance brand 
‘N’ at the ‘Expo in the form of the i30 N 
Fastback and a performance-oriented 
version of the i10 Nios. The i10 Nios N is 
likely to get the Venue’s 1-litre, three-
cylinder, turbo-petrol engine along with a 
revised suspension setup. However, the 
highlight of the Hyundai stand is going to 
be the Creta.

Based on the ix25 that was launched in 
China last year, the second-gen Creta is 
expected to follow the lines of the Venue, 
in terms of aesthetics. However, Hyundai 
will only showcase the Creta at the expo, 
while the launch is expected sometime in 
March 2020. 

The new Creta will share many of its 
components with its sibling, the Kia Seltos, 
that it is based on, which also includes the 
brilliant 1.4-litre turbo-petrol motor. Also 
making its debut will be the third-

Great Wall Motors
REAT WALL MOTORS 
(GWM), one of the largest 
SUV-makers in China have 

made their foray into India. They 
recently announced their takeover of 
the General Motors factory in 
Talegaon, on the outskirts of Pune 
after setting up an R&D Centre in 
Bangalore a couple of years ago. To 
begin with, GWM will be showcasing 
the Haval brand of SUVs; starting with 
the H6 and Ora electric vehicle brand 
as well. 

Speaking about the showcase, Wei 
Jianjun, chairman, Great Wall Motors 
said, “This is indeed a proud moment 
for us as we are on the verge of 
entering the Indian automotive market. 
We are excited at the limitless 
possibilities that lie ahead as India is 

an important market for us. At GWM, 
we aim to set new benchmarks in the 
Indian automobile industry and hope 
to create an everlasting relationship 
with the discerning Indian customer. 
With the R&D centre in Bangalore and 
now our participation at the 15th 
edition of the Auto Expo, we want to 
further ascertain the importance of 
India as the core strategic market.”

The Haval H6 is set to go up against 
the likes of the Hyundai Creta, Kia 
Seltos and Tata Harrier. Next on the 
roster is the bigger Haval H9 that will 
compete with the Toyota Fortuner and 
Ford Endeavour. Both will most likely 
go on sale by the end of 2020. Insiders 
suggest that the highlight of GWM’s 
Auto Expo stand will be the Concept H 
– its all-electric SUV concept.

AHINDRA & MAHINDRA 
(M&M) is going all guns 
blazing for the Auto Expo 

2020, with plans to showcase over 18 
vehicles. Mahindra’s theme for the 
‘Expo this year is #DrivenbyPurpose 
that is set to showcase all sustainable 
mobility solutions and also reveal its 
plans to shift its entire product lineup 
to BS6 standards. 

As of now very few details are 
available on the lineup but we know 
for sure that they will be electric 
versions of the KUV100 and XUV300. 
Mahindra will also showcase a 
futuristic concept EV codenamed the 
Funster, along with an electric sedan 
based on the Ford Aspire. 

The Mahindra Scorpio and XUV500 
will also be showcased at the expo 
with updates for both of the models. 

The much-awaited Mahindra Thar, that 
was supposed to be showcased at the 
Expo, will now get a different launch 
date sometime later this year. 
Mahindra will also have its Formula E 
racecar, as well as its rally-prepped 
XUV300 on display that should be 
quite an attraction at the expo stall.

“At Mahindra we are driven by 
purpose for a tomorrow that is clean, 
green and technologically connected. 
Our upcoming display of electric 
passenger and mass mobility products, 
concepts and solutions will meet the 
needs of today and also position us for 
the future. We are fully prepared to 
complete our transition into the BS6 
era and our future engines will also 
demonstrate our commitment.” said 
Veejay Ram Nakra, chief of marketing, 
automotive division, M&M.

IA MOTORS INDIA IS ALL SET  
to showcase a concept compact 
SUV called the Kia Qyi at the 

Auto Expo 2020. When launched, this 
compact SUV will take on the likes of the 
Hyundai Venue, Maruti Suzuki Brezza and 
Tata Nexon. We already know that the Qyi 
concept is Kia’s iteration of the Venue with 
which it will share underpinnings.  
    However, the headliner will be the 
launch of the Kia Carnival, which has 
already received a great response in terms 

of bookings with over 1500 bookings. The 
Carnival is expected to be priced in the 
range of `35-40 lakh. Along with the 
launch of the Carnival and the Qyi concept, 
Kia will have on display the Kia Soul EV and 
the Optima, both of which are part of its 
international lineup. 

“This bold concept along with its 
head-turning looks, dimensions, and 
features will embody Kia’s Power to 
Surprise slogan in India,” the Korean 
carmaker said.

NEW CRETA IS 
BASED ON THE 

iX25 WHICH 
DEBUTED IN 

CHINA

06G W M ,  H Y U N D A I ,  K I A  &  M & M

QYi Concept

i30 N FASTBACK

HAVAL H6

generation Tucson but unlike the Creta, 
this will just be a facelift. It may get a 
larger touchscreen and minor changes to 
the dash and will also continue with the 
same powertrain. 

Similarly, the Verna is also expected to 
receive a minor facelift, which includes a 
larger grille. However, it is also expected to 
get the turbo-petrol motor from the 
Hyundai i10 Nios.
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HALL 7

Mahindra &  
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Mercedes-Benz
UXURY CAR MAKER  
Mercedes-Benz is going all out 
for the 15th edition of the Auto 

Expo. The German carmaker will unveil the 
A-Class Limousine which is basically the 
replacement for the CLA. The A-Class 
Limousine is said to have more space on 
the insisde as compared to the CLA, owing 
to its longer wheelbase. Also making its 
debut at the stand will be the Mercedes 
AMG GT 63 S 4Matic+ 4-Door coupe, one 
of the fastest production four-seater 
performance cars in the world. Also on 
showacse will be the V-Class Marco Polo 
luxury camper which doubles up as a ‘mini 
home’.

Speaking about their plans, Martin 
Schwenk, MD and CEO, Mercedes-Benz 
India commented; “As leaders in the luxury 
car industry, our investments at the Auto 
Expo firmly reiterate Mercedes-Benz’s 
confidence in the long-term prospect of 
the luxury car market and the bullishness 
of its customers; it also underlines our 

Renault
RENCH CARMAKER RENAULT 
is expected to make a big 
impact at the Auto Expo with 12 

cars on display at its stand, which includes 
BS6-compliant Renault Triber and Kwid. 
However, the highlight of the stand will be 
the Kwid EV, which was recently 
showcased in China. In China, it features a 
26.8kWh lithium-ion battery pack with a 
range of 271km (NEDC). Renault has plans 
to locally assemble the EV in India. The 
other EV on the Renault stand will be the 
Zoe premium small electric car.
     Renault will also showcase its new 1- 
and 1.3-litre turbo-petrol motor as well as 
the current lineup in BS6 guise and its 
special edition models.

One of Renault’s products that seems to 
be getting a lot of buzz is the HBC concept, 
set to rival the Maruti Brezza, Hyundai 
Venue and Mahindra XUV300. This 
compact SUV has been spotted testing, 
and is said to share its platform with the 
Triber, as it will be a sub-4 metre SUV. 
Renault will share its roadmap to keep 
developing its India product portfolio, 
which will include electric vehicles, and 
even an autonomous concept car, in an 
effort to be future ready. Also on display at 
the Renault stand will be the Symbioz 
concept, featuring an all-electric drivetrain, 
with level four autonomous capabilities. 
Renault will feature an F1 racing concept 
as well at the stand.

Maruti Suzuki
ARUTI SUZUKI IS ALL SET 
to showcase the Futuro-e 
SUV concept at the Auto 

Expo 2020. This concept is a design 
study and preview of Maruti Suzuki’s 
new design language going forward. 
Going by the silhouette, we believe it to 
be a Hyundai Creta rival that Maruti 
Suzuki is working on.

Maruti will also display a series of 
other products including its CNG and 
hybrid vehicle offerings. The company 
is set to follow the theme of ‘Mission 
Green Million’ to increase its 
sustainable mobility offerings. Along 
with the Futuro-e, Maruti is also set to 
launch the facelifted Vitara Brezza 
compact SUV, featuring BS6 engines. 
Maruti will also have the Ignis facelift 
with a redesigned cabin. In all, 17 
vehicles will be on display, 

Speaking about Maruti’s plans 

Kenichi Ayukawa, MD and CEO, Maruti 
Suzuki India, said, “The key highlight of 
the Auto Expo is our resolve to bring 
greener technologies for mass 
adoption. As a company, we have 
believed in bringing technologies that 
benefit the customers.

It reflects our efforts for the 
customers as well as environment and 
showcase Suzuki’s commitment to the 
Indian market.” He added, “Maruti 
Suzuki’s theme of ‘Mission Green 
Million’, is in line with our commitment 
to introduce newer, greener and 
customer-friendly technologies for the 
Indian customers. Having successfully 
introduced key technologies such as 
Auto Gear Shift, SmartPlay, Smart 
Hybrid, and S-CNG, we are committed 
to accelerate our efforts to bring new 
technologies that bring convenience to 
customers.”

MG Motor 
G MOTOR INDIA WILL BE 
participating in the Auto 
Expo for the first time, and 

will showcase as many as 14 models. 
The flagship product for MG will be the 
MG Maxus D 90 SUV, a Toyota Fortuner 
and Ford Endeavour rival that will 
feature a 2-litre turbo-petrol engine. It 
will be launched later this year. MG will 
also showcase an MPV set to be a 
Maruti Suzuki Ertiga rival. Also on 
display will be an ICE-powered ZS with 
a 1-litre petrol engine instead of an 
electric powertrain under its hood. 
Other models on display will include 
cars which are internet connected as 
well as autonomous.

Speaking about the brand’s 
presence at this year’s Auto Expo, 
Rajeev Chaba, president and MD, MG 
Motor India, said, “We are committed 
to accelerating the adoption of 
eco-friendly, next-generation mobility 
solutions over the long term in India. 
We aim to establish our technology 
leadership and further consolidate our 
position in the Indian automotive 
space. Our presence with a focus on 
future technologies for India is a 
testimony to this commitment. All MG 
products at the Expo operate at the 
intersection of our core focus on 
innovation, customer experience and 
sustainability-led development.”

07 M A R U T I  S U Z U K I ,  M E R C E D E S - B E N Z ,  R E N A U LT  &  M G

KWID ELECTRIC

FUTURO-e

A-CLASS LIMOUSINE

V-CLASS MARCO POLO

AMG GT 4-DOOR

VISION-i

responsibility to drive the industry and 
provide a positive stimulus to the market. 
The Mercedes-Benz pavilion will be a 
perfect embodiment of modern luxury and 
future technology which are synonymous 
with the brand”.
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L I ST  O F  EX H I B I TO R S
Car manufacturers : Force 
Motors, GWM, Haima, Hyundai, Kia, 
Mahindra & Mahindra, Maruti Suzuki, 
Mercedes-Benz, MG Motor, Renault, 
Skoda, Tata Motors, Volkswagen 
Bike manufacturers: Piaggio 
Group, Suzuki Motorcycles
EVs: Charjet E-mobility, Devot 
Motors, Goreen E-mobility, Hero 
Electric, Jitendra New EV Tech, M2go 
Electric, Okinawa Autotech, Olectra 
Greentech, Raptee Energy, Rissala 
Electric
Others: ARAI, Firefox, JBM, JK 
Tyre, Map My India, SML Isuzu, TVS 
Srichakra

Hall 12 
Stall No. N91

VENUE LAYOUT OF AUTO EXPO 2020

ATA MOTORS WILL  
showcase 14 commercial 
vehicles and 12 passenger 

vehicles at the Auto Expo 2020. On display 
will be the Altroz EV, Gravitas SUV, Nexon 
EV and the H2X concept (codenamed 
Hornbill) which will be the showstopper for 
the brand. The Tata H2X concept was 
showcased at Geneva last year and will go 
up against the likes of the Renault Kwid 
and Maruti Suzuki S-Presso. The hatchback 
is said to be based on Tata’s modular ALFA 
architecture, which means, it is likely to 
share its underpinnings with the Altroz. 
Tata Motors’ lead designer Pratap Bose 
has also been teasing images of another 
concept car that has been earmarked for 

the Auto Expo. Another highlight from Tata 
will be the new flagship Gravitas SUV – the 
seven-seater version of the Harrier, which 
will now feature the 2-litre engine in the 
same state of tune as the Jeep Compass 
along with a Hyundai-sourced six-speed 
automatic gearbox. Alongside the Gravitas, 
Tata will also showcase the updated Tata 
Harrier, with a panoramic sunroof and an 
automatic ’box.

Speaking about the Auto Expo, Guenter 
Butschek, CEO and MD, Tata Motors said, 
“Our theme is – Connected India: 
Responsible and Sustainable Mobility 
Solutions. This theme will bring alive our 
future focus on CESS, which is – 
Connected, Electric, Shared, and Safe.”

Piaggio 
Group

IAGGIO  GROUP FIRST 
showcased the Aprilia 
Tuono 150 and RS150 at 

the 2018 Auto Expo. Recently, the 
prototype of the RS150 was spotted 
testing and we expect Aprilia to 
launch it at the 2020 Auto Expo. The 
RS150 is expected to be locally 
manufactured to keep the costs in 
check. Also on display will be the 
recently launched BS6 variants of SR 
125 and Storm 125. The SR160 will 
also be a part of the Piaggio pavilion. 
We expect the Vespas to receive 
similar updates and thus, make their 
debut at the Auto Expo as well. Also, 
the Vespa Elettrica is expected to be 
a part of the ‘Expo.

Moving on superbikes, Aprilia 
could showcase the new RS 660 
that, if it goes on sale here, could go 
up against mid-weights like the 
Kawasaki Ninja ZX 6R and the 
upcoming Triumph Daytona. 
    Aprilia is also likely to launch the 
updated variants of its flagships – 
the RSV4 1100 Factory and the 
Tuono 1110 Factory.  

UZUKI IS LIKELY TO UNVEIL 
the new v-Strom 250 along with 
the Intruder 250, both of which 

will share underpinnings with the Gixxer 
SF 250 which was launched in 2019. The 
V-Strom 250 will fill the void between the 
Hero Xpulse 200 and Royal Enfield 
Himalayan and is likely to cost `1.80 lakh, 
when it goes on sale. The Intruder 250 is 
expected to be priced similarly as well. We 
also expect Suzuki to showcase the BS6 
variants of its Gixxer range along with its 
range of scooters.

Suzuki may also showcase a larger 
capacity version of the Burgman, to 
compete with the likes of the Aprilia SR160 
and are also likely to showcase their 
superbikes, including the 2020 V-Strom 
1050 and 650, along with the Hayabusa 
and GSX-R1000R. We are also hoping for 
Suzuki to launch the Katana at the Auto 
Expo 2020.

 www.evoindia.com/autoexpo
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HORNBILL V-STROM 250

Tata Motors 
Suzuki 
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